@
1
ek won  fandmark ruling, against the

' uild frebrenks,

' Avaresul: of its nagligecce, @ fire spread
fram municipal land causiag extensive
Jamage to & plastation on privalely owned
la0d. In a ruling made by he Bulfust

Magistrate's Cauet, it 15 forced fo pay
{30000 10 the [andownet in compensation
after being found in contravention of the
Netionul Veld and Fores! Fire Act 101 of
1998, which preseribes tht landowers

- prepare and maintain (irehreas,

- The Dullsiroom area landowner, who dhd

ot want to be ramed, broight the civi

 ucion agdinst the municipality, He 1s a
“member of the Patorand Arca Fire
Association (PABPA). The fire in question
 started on monicipal kind on August 3.,
2005 und speead to his larc, after which be

| DULLSTROOM - A loct lundowner s requested agsistance from his ol i

Protestion Assocrition (FPA).

" Emakhazeal Local Municinlity for failing to. - Ther tuzned to the government funded

integmuied fire management and veid
firefigiting programume, Working on [re
(WoF) for guidance,

Alter an iavesiigation, WoF provincial
matager, Mr Andeé Scheepers, bound that the
fire sied on municipal Jand and then
spread 10 the adjoining private property
causing extonsive damage 1o a tmber
piantation, [1 was found that the hecal
munitipality failed in its obligaton in terms
of the Act 1o prepase and masolein g
feheak o ils side of the boundary,

Toedamage fo the plantation vas estimated
al betwoea RS0 000 and RI0Y (00 and could
have seen avorded, bad the comct preventa-
L2ve mesures been taken,

"We welcome the prosecution, said
Seheepers. “Veld fires threaten Lves, are 4

Owner wins firebreak case

drain on the economy und have a devislating
ot o crops

“The legislation is clear, All indowners
have a legsd obligation to take measurs to
peevent thegnition and uncontrolied ipread
of wik fire

He addad thal all Tandowners in Soeh
Africa ane oblsged o join Jocal fire pralection
associations (FPAs) which can assist heon in
applying the law, building and maintaiting
fire breas and in raining stall fo be hrewise,

"As far as WoF s concemed we woulkd far
rather assid Jundowners prevett unwanled
fires than be called in to assist them when
veld fires burm out of control,

4 A booket You, Widdfires and the Lav,
detailing the provisions uf the Natiom] Veld
and lorest Fire Act 101 of 1998, is ctsy to
understand and avuilable from WoF. Tu order
a fres copy, call Luthfia on 021-797-3787 or
email Lothfa@wolire.co 14
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