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DAFF Position on bio-fuel
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Introduction
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* The Department of Agriculture’s mission is to lead
and support sustainable agriculture and promote
rural development through ensuring access to
sufficient, safe and nutritious food for the people of

South Africa.

 Currently, South Africa experiences food insecurity
problems, particularly at household level. Several
reasons account for household food insecurity in
this country, including negative impact from
drou%ht and low productivity due to expensive and
un-affordability of production inputs, particularly by
the poor. Water limitations due to unreliable and
variability of climatic conditions also impact
negatively on SA agriculture.
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Bio-fuel crop production for S.A

» The use of bio-diesel, and the productim

IS seen as one way of achieving clean
environment.

* |t is anticipated that production of bio-diesel will
create economic opportunities within the
agricultural sector, such as alternative market,
agro-processing and other related industries.
Elsewhere, production of ener%/ Crops occurs
where surplus food crops would have been
produced. The balance is created by food
products still accounting for a better income than
energy crop, but the demand for clean
environment, thus bio-fuel, determines that areas
that would have been unproductive be utilized for
the production of energy corps.
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 Bio-fuel crop production
S.A
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o In I| h of Ilmlted arable land ak?drﬁotentlal
old food insecurity s facin
%SA hlg nterlm poswlon WI clear he way-
orward for future uti |zatbon of a%rlcultur
land resources towards bio-diesel crop
production.

* This interim posmon |s also iInformed by the
Conservation o 9%rl u_[_wa Resources Act,
1983 Act 43 e Act makes
prowsmn for { e Con roI over the utilization
8\ natural aé;rlcultura resources of South

frica |n orger to promote Cons rvatlon of
soll and wat r, vegetation and
combatin weeds and mvader plants and
matters c nnecte therewith.
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Challenges
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« South Africa has limited arable land. Some
hlg? -Q,oten,tlal agricultur Ian?e under-utilized :
still exists in the former homelands.

 High levels of investment required for
Infrastructure to generate bio-energy

» Growing demand of bio-fuel vs. Clean
environment.
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« SA dependency on imported fossil fuel and
Sé‘ Pcslﬁlre to high oll prices in times of
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Challenges cont’
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iA roduces surplus diesel from fossjl fLIle| —
additiona spro uction roml? ?%ca =
sourc mean 1ore lesel will &
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Opportunities
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* Production of b| dles I |n A will minjmize =
de endenc ossr rmers will also =
wide ptlons In terms of crops and &
mar ets. =
. Under utilized and mgrgrnal lands COU| ke
put Into economre production, Igiglcu ar y =
mong small sca e farmers S
Penefrcrarles and rural communities in the -
ormer homelanads =
c A r| BEE and small bu?messes will be =
e_ hanced as ’f’l sult o lesel Industry. -
his Is possrb et rou%hout the entjre chaln =
of crop production, processing an =
marketing. °



Opportunities cont.

* |[f Independent sources of fuel _Ieag? to
relatively cheaper fuel prices, ,|t| will enhance
farming a? a business. This will have a
number of positive spin-offs for the
?agr%ceurgural sector, particularly emerging

» Depending on the type of crops and bio-
dier) | crog ro_tatio_nyPand,ofegPadatio,n as ?
result of erosion, infestation, and soil fertility
decline can be minimized.

0
Hmﬂ

ey Srma@tmg o] &

O

O\ AN



Benefit
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 Bio- cfllesel will benefii SA_IQhr}glllf linked to
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urp us crop productjon lies 3=
od Craps, ifin surplus can be used %or the =
productl n of bio-diesel. &
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Risks
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* Where a bio-diesel crop has Ilmlte use it
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de,arlsk for farmers. For exa Jo |% e
lese grlce FORS due to an%/ eason e =
? cannot be used or other o
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Recommendations

i G
* The Deg?rtm,ent of Agriculture recommends C
}he food firsf” approaches, hl?_ Implies that
oo?l Productlon must be given first
ggec ueriteynce, In order to ensure national food

* Food first apﬁroach can be achieved in
many ways, hamely:

. Igtcleqswg profducgon .

» Cultivation of under-utilized (non-
utilltzeds %ig% potentia Ianéj ( _

» Crop rotation and inter-cropping
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Conditions
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Zoning

* The Minister of Agrlculture Foresr and
Fisheries must en orse a se crop
production plan t ?lmé; té util |ze 8
%otentlal agrlcultural an ? % zoning,

|n|séer or an_executive officer

BB ricve it restic any Us2 3 St

rlglﬁ)ltural a,nd /or virgin Ignﬁ?or bio-diesel
op production
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Condition cont’s
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Alien bio-diesel plant species

. Allen spemes such ab Jatropha, if

CU tlv ted, must not rown on
rlc tural lan rops are not

g\ courage ﬁ/ Departmen t of
riculture. The |n|ster Can terminate

éaractlcet at, in her or his oplnlon

pos s any threat to food security,

compromises the status of natural

agrl utural resources, and impact on agro-
osystems.
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Condition cont’s
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Research and piloting

1983) alien plant species can pbe brought
Into t ecountry or propag}aked with the aim
of better understanding ot the species, its
characteristics and the potential use
including economic analysis, spin-offs and
side effects.

* FOr research purposes (accor%ig%hto CARA,
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Conclusion
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* Th D,eé)artment of Agriculture, Forestry anad
Fisheries encourages only the use on .
§urplus produce for bip-diese OPrBd ction.

Ince the %rable land.is limited, DoA is
promoting food security aPLproach,
sustainable natural resource use gnd. .
management, and the economic viability of
the agricultural sector
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