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• Forest research in SA is approximately 107 years old

• 1902 - 1984: Government was the major role player in 

forest research

� Characterised by:

� Numerous research stations

� Extensive research human capacity

� Significant dedicated research budget

• 1984 - 1990: Government engages in partnerships with 

research institutions
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• 1990: Government changes policy regarding research

� Characterised by:

� Research commissioned by the Department (limited number of 

institutions)

� Minimal research performed within the Department

� Significant decrease in human capacity with regard to research 

• 1997: Government launched  investigation into status of 
forest research in South Africa

• 2003: Government commits to research programs of 
national importance
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AN OVERVIEW
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• Recent status : Limited involvement by Government in 
forest research

� Characterised by:

� Significant decrease in Government research funding

� Strong institutional research capacity

� Limited coordination of forest research

� Shortage in research human capacity

� Declining skills base 

� White paper : “unsustainable, lack overall vision and purpose, 

declining financial support, and fragmented research programmes”
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• National Forest Act nr. 84 of 1998
� “obliges the Minister to see that relevant research is done”

� “The Minister must carry out or commission research ”

� “The research must promote the objectives of forest policy 

and conform with national policies and programmes relating 

to science and technology”

GOVERNANCEGOVERNANCEGOVERNANCE
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• National Forest Sector Transformation Charter 

(2008)

� “Greater attention needs to be given to Forest Sector 

innovation, research and development”

� “DWAF, undertakes to drive the process to develop a Forest 

Sector research and development strategy with clearly 

outlined responsibilities, funding mechanisms and timelines”

� “Prioritise pest and disease research aspects”

GOVERNANCEGOVERNANCEGOVERNANCE
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• Establishment of Research and Development capacity

� Designated forest R&D responsibility within Government

• National Forest Research and Development Strategy
� Intensive stakeholder contribution
� Concerns identified during stakeholder contribution

� Government need to assume its leadership role

� Government need to substantially increase its financial support

� Government need to create a mechanism to determine and 
regularly review and prioritise research focus areas

� Government need to establish a strategic harmonisation and 
integration of national science and technology efforts

� Government need to develop human resource capacity

NEW DEVELOPMENTSNEW DEVELOPMENTSNEW DEVELOPMENTS
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• National Forest Research and Development Strategy
� Key Strategic Areas:

� Building human and institutional capital for an effective STI 

programme

� Addressing the constraints to growth in the sector and 

managing the risks of growth

� Managing forest landscapes for sustainability and local 

economic development

� Improved trees and silviculture for planted forests

� Promoting the natural-fibre world

NEW DEVELOPMENTSNEW DEVELOPMENTSNEW DEVELOPMENTS
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• National Forest Research and Development Strategy
� Key Strategic Areas (cont.):

� Novel forest enterprise development

� Promoting a competitive sector through improved industry 

hosting conditions and materials handling

� Economic, market and technology scenarios and foresight

� Policy and regulatory impacts research and institutional 

development

� National Facilities

NEW DEVELOPMENTSNEW DEVELOPMENTSNEW DEVELOPMENTS
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• National Forest Research and Development Strategy
� Organisational arrangements:

� Unit for STI advice (DAFF)

� Forestry Research Committee (DAFF)

� National Forest Research Forum

� Research Structure:

� DAFF

� Higher Education Institutions

� Science councils

� Research institutions

� Non Governmental Organisations

NEW DEVELOPMENTSNEW DEVELOPMENTSNEW DEVELOPMENTS
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NEW DEVELOPMENTSNEW DEVELOPMENTSNEW DEVELOPMENTS
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• Increase focus on community forestry

• Mobilise Indigenous knowledge and technology

• Significantly increase financial support

• Coordinate fragmented programmes

• Improve overall vision and purpose

• Increase human and institutional capacity

• Monitor , Evaluate , Support and Guide Forest
Research on a National Basis

FUTURE CHALLENGESFUTURE CHALLENGESFUTURE CHALLENGES
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• Finalise National Forest Sector Research and 

Development Strategy

• Establishment of National Forest Research Forum

• Increase national forest research expenditure

THE WAY FORWWARDTHE WAY FORWWARDTHE WAY FORWWARD
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THANK YOUTHANK YOU


