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REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA





Enquiries:  Portia Makhanya
Tel:  012 336 7585
Fax:  012 336 8989
Cell:  082 908 283
Postal Address:  Private Bag 313, Pretoria, 0001
Dear Sir or Madam


INVITATION TO EXHIBIT AT THE WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL  AFFAIRS’ ENVIRO YOUTH SUMMIT 29TH JUNE TO 2ND JULY 2009, THE UNIVERSITY OF WITWATERSRAND, EDUCATION CAMPUS, PARKTOWN JOHANNESBURG 

1. INTRODUCTION 
June is regarded in South Africa as Youth month as, during this time, the nation remembers and celebrates the young heroes and heroines who gave their lives to the liberation struggle. Their gallant efforts ushered in the democratic dispensation which multitudes of South Africans enjoy today.  Most notable is June 16, the day the youth took to streets to protest against the then apartheid government. In celebrating these efforts the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs together with the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries will give honor to these young lions by hosting an inaugural annual Youth Summit in June 2009 to recognise participation of and contribution made by youth as ambassadors in water and forestry related programmes advanced by the Departments.

Objective

· To streamline dates scheduled for programmes recognizing youth participation and award ceremonies for prizes won in competitions initiated by the Department.

· To launch the Forestry Advancement Programme and Awards

· To align youth prize awards ceremonies to the month of June celebrations as an endorsement of June pronouncement as Youth Month.

· To bring together young people to a centralized venue for purposes of encouraging knowledge sharing among them after participating in challenging activities.

· To elevate awareness of water, sanitation and forestry management and increase enthusiasm in youth to pursue water and forestry related careers

2. BACKGROUND OF PROGRAMME 

South Africa is water scare country, and many people are not aware of this situation.  South Africa is also faced with a challenge of water demand by various activities of economic development and rapid increase of population.  The South African government has mandated the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs (DWEA) to be a legal custodian of water and environment, to ensure that water and the environmental resources sustained for inter-generation equity.  Sustainability will be achieved only if the communities are empowered with knowledge and skills that will enable them to understand that water is a limited resource which must be used effectively, conserve natural resources, participate in the management of water resource and make informed decisions.

Thus the engagement of the DWEA in various strategic education and awareness programmes such as the 2020 Vision for Water, Sanitation and Forestry Education Programme (2020 VWSFEP).  The 2020 VFWSFEP educates youth in schools about water, sanitation, invasive alien plants and forestry related issues within the school curriculum framework.  It is expected that the youth will transfer the water and environmental resource management, forestry and sanitation skills to their parents and communities.  The youth in schools are educated through provision of curriculum aligned educational resources materials, education competitions, programmes  and awards such as the Baswa le Meetse Awards,  Forestry Youth Advancement  Programme, South African Youth Water Prizes as well as celebration of special environmental days. 

The 2020VFWSFEP was initiated in 1996 with a few schools participating in some parts of the South Africa.  Today the programme has reached over 8 000 schools nation wide.  It is aimed at educating the learners about efficient use of water, protection of water and forestry resources, health and hygiene for a healthy life as well as raising awareness about invasive alien species. 

3. THE ENVIRO YOUTH SUMMIT 
The department has aligned its youth activities to those of the National Youth Month Calendar. The department has ensured alignment of its youth programmes by planning a week long intensive education programme that addresses water, sanitation, forestry, invasive alien plans and environmental issues.  The planned activities include a media launch by the Minister of the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs together with the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries; a four day exhibition of various government departments as well as key sector partners.  
3.1 Media Launch of the Environ Youth Summit 

A Media Launch is scheduled for Monday, the 29th of June 2009 at the Wits Auditorium (the Space Theater), 8h00 to 10h30.  The programme entails”
· Live TV coverage of the summit is scheduled for the morning of the 29th June 2009.  
· The Minister of the DWEA accompanied by the Minister of DAFF will officially launch the Enviro Youth Summit. 
· A “walk about” in the exhibition hall is schedule as one of the key activities during the launch. A detailed programme for the week is hereto attached.
3.2 The Exhibition 

Exhibition opportunities for the Enviro Youth Summit are afforded to the DWEA branches and the Forestry branch of DAFF as well a key sector partners and sponsors of the programme.  
The objectives of the exhibition are:

· To stimulate the interest of youth in water, forestry, sanitation and environmental education;
· Encourage learners  to pursue careers in water resource management as well as forestry and environmental management – responding to the scares skills challenges within the sectors
· Grant exhibitors the opportunity to market their organisation to encourage learners to pursue careers in the sector and/or within their organisation.
· An estimated five to seven thousand learners from the different provinces are expected to visit the exhibitions during the week of the summit.
3.3 Exhibitors Package 

Your organisation is exclusively invited to exhibit at the Enviro Youth Summit, schedule to take place at The University Of Witwatersrand, Education Campus, Scott Gymnasium, Parktown Johannesburg, from the 29th June to the 2nd of July 2009.

The Exhibitors Pack includes:
· 3mx3m Stand (Shell Scheme) 
· Two Chairs 
· One Table 
· One Plug Point 
· Two Spot Lights
· One Brochure Stand
· Printing of company name  on the facial board

· Printing of Organisations logo in selected printing material
· 2 Exhibitors meals pack

· Guaranteed entry and VIP status at the Awards Ceremony  

Please note the following important information:

1) Due to the scheduled live coverage of the event, it is extremely important that all exhibitors set up their stands on Sunday the 28th June 2009, at Scott Gymnasium, University Of Witwatersrand, Education Campus, Parktown Johannesburg.
2) Set up time will be from 16h00 till late. No Exhibitors will be allowed to set up on the Morning of the Launch.
3) Please note that the selection of stands will be on a first come first serve basis.
4) Exhibitors will be briefed upon collection of the Exhibitors’ Pack at the Scott Gymnasium. 
The total cost of the Exhibitors Pack is R12 500.00 including VAT.
Exhibitors are requested to secure their exhibition space before Thursday, 18th of June 2009 by making payment for their designed stand.  Banking details are as follows:
Batseta Consulting

FNB

Account Number: 62175984692

Type of Account: Cheque

Branch Code: 261750

Branch Name: Randburg Square

Should you require additional information; please contact Ms. Lucia Dooka on 012 336 6936 or 083 664 0891, e-mail dookal@dwaf.gov.za  or Lebogang Phalane on 071 477 3559, e-mail, lebo@batseta.co.za 
Yours sincerely

MRS. P. MAKHANYA
DIRECTOR: STRATEGIC SUPPORT

DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL: REGIONS
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