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Forest Glen Forest is an indigenous forest located at Letaba State Forest at Wood bush
(Haenertsburg) area covering a total of 71 ha. Forest Glen has been experiencing bark
harvesting problems which included the over utilization of bark resulting in debarking of
various species including Knobwood (Zynthoxylum davyi) and Cabbage tree species.
Unfortunately a number of the trees affected have to date not shown signs of recovery.

Knob wood showing no signs of recovery after uncont rolled bark harvesting practices



In an attempt to ensure sustainability of these natural resources, DAFF has initiated a study
to evaluate the sustainability of bark harvesting currently being exercised in the area. The
purpose of the study is to gather scientific evidence that can be utilised in the management of
a permit system aimed at the issuing of licenses for sustainable bark utilisation of Knob wood
and Cabbage trees in the Letaba Forest Management Unit. The results of the research can
furthermore assist DAFF in the education of “bark harvesters” aimed at sustainable harvesting
practices.

Monitoring plots were established in the Glen Forest to monitor species recovery after bark
harvesting. As a part of the project, traditional healers around Polokwane have been
consulted and remain involved in the project as it is suspected that the bark harvested is
utilised for traditional medicine. The department is furthermore interacting with the traditional
healers in identifying other species that are collect from the forest. Forest guards furthermore
continuously monitor other species that seem to be over utilised and after assessment
sampling plots will be extended to other areas.

Location of Glen Forest and the research plot

For the purpose of this study, trees that have been debarked randomly selected and marked
with unique numbers. Control trees have been included in the study which where wounded by
removing sections of bark 10cm x 10cm in size. The purpose of this was to monitor if the
Knob wood can survive limited debarking compared to extensive illegal harvesting. Control



trees were also wounded at different times of the year to monitor the effect of season of
wounding on recovery of the trees. During the study, variables including length and width of
debarked area will be measured and tree condition and signs of regeneration will be noted will
be noted.
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